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Abstract

Challenges in teaching reading based on readymade textbook at secondary schools in
Bangladesh are an essential aspect of teaching reading. Teachers and researchers spend a
lot of time to find out the teaching reading. Learners also expect feedback on their
reading in order to their strength and weakness. A person may also read for enjoyment or
to enhance knowledge of the language being read. The purpose of reading guide that the
selection of texts. The present study through a survey explorer’s Bangladeshi teachers
and student’s perception of the issue of challenges in teaching reading. The results of the
survey indicate that both the teachers and learners have very positive attitude to find out
the challenges and solutions of teaching reading. Regarding the strategies for providing
solution, both the teachers and learners prefer direct solution to indirect solution and
Jearners prefer teacher’s solution to peer feedback. Some obstacle such as insufficient
resources, unskilled teacher , lack of motivation also come up in the study, which expose

challenges to teachers in providing effective solution to students reading.

Key words:

Learner’s perception, Resources, Motivation, Unskilled, Effective solution, Strength,

Weakness, Obstacle.
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Introduction

The approach Teaching Reading assumes that students learn to read a language by
studying its vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure, not by actually reading
it. In this approach, lower level learners read only sentences and paragraphs
generated by textbook writers and instructors. There are huge problems in
teaching reading based on readymade textbook at secondary schools in
Bangladesh. The reading of authentic materials is limited to the works of great
authors and reserved for upper level students who have developed the language
skills needed to read them. The communicative approach to language teaching
has given instructors a different understanding of the role of reading in the
language classroom and the types of texts that can be used in instruction.
Sometimes the challenges rise for the unskilled class teacher and the students

totally depend on the readymade textbook.
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Review of literature

The main purpose of review of literature is to identify the hiatus or knowledge gap in the
field of proposed research. With this end in view a researcher should review all the
pioneer works already done in the proposed field of research. The researcher should
select those literatures for reviewing which are relevant, reliable, and representative

(3Rs).

Rachelle Rogers Knight emphasizes reading on his book named “Read, Remember,
Recommend: A reading journal”. Here, the writer suggests how to develop teaching
reading skill. This book also helps both teacher and students to improve the vocabulary

and also recommend for the improvement of reading English.

B. Fry and Jacqueline E. Kress suggest about teaching style and how to motivate the
students in reading English in “ The Reading Teachers Book of list: Grades k-12". This
book is a guide for the teachers toward teaching. Here, the writer advice to the teacher
how to make reading interesting to the students. In this book writer also suggest, how to

make a better environment for reading in the classroom.

Francine Prose is very much concern about the reading skill. He shows the teaching
reading techniques of writers in his famous book “Reading like a writer”. In this book he
writes, how the students can read the English books as like as a writer. He also writes
about the reading methods of perfect reader. The writer emphasizes the basic four skills

such as listening, speaking, writing and reading equally. Francis Prose also writes all the
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students must have skilled in four basic concepts; otherwise they can not develop their

reading capacity in English.

However, it is noticeable that there is no special research on Challenges is Teaching
Reading Based on Readymade Textbook at Secondary level. There are so many
researchers which focus on listening, speaking, pronunciation and writing. These
researches deal with the weakness of institutional framework and educational

environment.

Methodology

Methodology can properly refer to the theoretical analysis of the methods appropriate to a
field of study or to the body of methods and principles particular to a branch of
knowledge. In this sense, one may speak of objections to the methodology of a
geographic survey (that is, objections dealing with the appropriateness of the methods
used) or of the methodology of modern cognitive psychology. In recent years, however,
methodology has been increasingly used as a pretentious substitute for method in
scientific and technical contexts. As there are many types of research, so the researchers
use various kinds of research methods. Some of them are mentioned bellow:

» Laboratory research method

> Survey research method

> Action research method

> Research method of documentary analysis or content analysis
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Descriptive research method
Case study method
Participatory research method

Anthropological research method

Y V V¥V V VvV

Historical research method

I take the following methods to do the research successfully.

Survey method: In this method I visited some government and non-government
secondary schools.

Questionnaire survey method: Here I talked with the teachers and students of

various secondary schools. I asked various questions about the condition of teaching
reading. Also, I talked with the student’s guardian and the school authority about the

problems of teaching reading.
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Study and Analysis

Participants

The primary data for this research were collected through a survey carried out among 10
English teachers and 100 students of a private university based in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Out of 10 teachers 3 have BA (Hon’s) in English and 7 have various lengths of
experience in teaching English at secondary level, ranging from 1 year to 5 years. The
learners who participate in the survey were from two disciplines—a) students studying in
BA (Hon’s) in English and b) students studying in MA in (ELT). Both the groups have
taken English language courses in which writing is a major part. All the learners L1 are
Bangle and they are studying English in EFL contest. Their exposure to English language

courses at secondary level varies from one to three years.

Data collection

The data were collected through two separate close-ended questionnaires for the learners
and teachers participating in the survey. Both the questionnaires were constructed on
five-point Likert scale addressing both teachers and learners, except one-ended question

on the problems in dealing with feedback asked to the teachers.
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The survey was carried out to collect data on the teachers and learners perceptions on

various aspects of feedback focusing on the following broad areas:

1. Huge Challenges in teaching reading based on Readymade textbook at Secondary

level in Bangladesh.

IS}

Students are motivated to read the readymade textbook.

Lack of resources, unskilled teacher, and unsuitable classroom environment are

w

the challenges of teaching reading.

4. Readymade textbook provides all necessary teaching reading materials.

5. Student tries to overcome the challenges of teaching reading.

The questionnaires along with the complete results have been given in the appendices.
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Findings and discussion

Challenges in teaching reading

The argument that challenges in teaching reading based on readymade textbook at
secondary level in Bangladesh is supported by both teachers and learners. 40% of the
teachers agreed and 32.50% strongly agreed that there are some challenges in teaching
reading. Similarly, 25.75% learners I approached agreed and 45.00% learners strongly
agreed that there are some challenges in teaching based on readymade textbook at

secondary level in Bangladesh.

Figure 1: Teachers and learners views on challenges in teaching reading

45.00%7] E &l

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
disagree agree nor agree
disagree

Here teachers and learners both are agreed that there are some challenges in teaching
reading. The learners can overcome these challenges by motivation or support of their
class teachers. But the teachers should find out the challenges and try to find out the

solution.
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Students are motivated to read the readymade textbook

Motivation of the students is supported by both Teachers and learners. 45.00% of
teachers agreed and 25.00% strongly agreed that the students are motivated. Similarly
70.00% of learners I approached agreed and 50.00% learners strongly agreed that the

Students are motivated to read the readymade textbook.

Figure 2: Teachers and learners views on student’s motivation
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e B mLearmers
.00%
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Strongly Disagree Neither Agree  Strongly

disagree agree nor agree

disagree

Teacher’s motivation is very much helpful for the students. The students motivated by the
teachers and try their best to something batter in their examination. Motivation of
teachers makes a learner to be optimistic. Then they try their best to do something batter

in teaching reading.
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Challenges: Lack of resources, unskilled teacher, and unsuitable
classroom

There are some challenges in teaching reading in readymade textbook in secondary level
in Bangladesh such as Lack of resources, unskilled teacher, and unsuitable classroom and
so on. 45.50% of teachers are agreed and 35.75% are strongly agreed that there are some
challenges. On the other hand 55.50% of learners are agreed and 60.00% are strongly
agreed that Lack of resources, unskilled teacher, and unsuitable classroom are the major
challenges of teaching reading.

Figure 3: Teachers and learners views on Lack of resources, unskilled teacher, and
unsuitable classroom

O Teachers

@ Learners

Strongly Disagree Neither  Agree  Strongly
disagree agree nor agree
disagree

Especially in Bangladeshi condition there is huge lack of resources. So the students con
not get proper teaching. On the other hand teacher’s also failing to give the proper
teaching. So it is necessary to supply the teaching aids for the development of teaching

reading.
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Readymade textbook provides all necessary teaching reading materials

“Readymade textbook provides all necessary teaching reading materials” is not supported
by both Teachers and learners. 15.50% of teachers are agreed and 25.75% are strongly
agreed and 55.50% are disagreed and 50.00% strongly disagreed that readymade
textbook provides all necessary teaching reading materials. On the other hand 35.50% of
learners are agreed and 40.00% are strongly agreed and 40.00% are disagreed and
50.00% are strongly disagreed that readymade textbook provides all necessary teaching

reading materials.

Figure 4: Readymade textbook provides all necessary teaching reading materials

@ Teachers
@ Learners

Strongly Disagree Neither ~ Agree  Strongly
disagree agree nor agree
disagree

Readymade text book can not provide all necessary reading materials. Students should

practice more and more for their success. In this time teachers also help the students.

10




image16.jpeg
Student tries to overcome the challenges of teaching reading

The argument that Student tries to overcome the challenges of teaching reading based on
readymade textbook at secondary level in Bangladesh are supported by both teachers and
learners. 40% of the teachers agreed and 32.50% strongly agreed that there are some
challenges in teaching reading. Similarly, 25.75% learners I approached agreed and
45.00% learners strongly agreed that there are some challenges in teaching based on

readymade textbook at secondary level in Bangladesh.

Figure 5: Student tries to overcome the challenges of teaching reading

Strongly Disagree Neither Strongly

disagree agree nor agree
disagree

Teachers and learners both are agreed to overcome the challenges oh teaching reading.
They try to practice more and more to overcome the challenges. For this the teacher
should motivate and help them. Government should supply the teaching materials and

make a suitable environment.

11
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Conclusion

The proposed research work will helpful to overcome the challenges of teaching reading
based on readymade textbook at secondary schools in Bangladesh. Also, it will give the
proper guide both the students and the teachers. The research work focuses the
importance of teaching reading at secondary level. It is also helpful for the students to
develop their reading skill by improving their vocabulary. If their reading skill of the
students is efficient then they will have a better capacity of listening, writing, speaking as
well as CLT. The output of the research work may remove the challenges of teaching
reading at secondary level in Bangladesh. This research work will helpful for
implementing the challenges of teaching reading based on readymade textbook at

secondary schools in Bangladesh.

12
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Personal Information

Appendix-1
Questionnaire for Teachers

Last Academic Degree

Name of the Institution

Year of Experience in Teaching

S | Statement

Level of Agreement

1

2

3

5

Strongly
disagree

Disagree

Neither agree
nor disagree

Agree

Strongly agree

#of
Respon
dent

%

#of
Respon
dent

%

#of
Respon | %
dent

#of
Respon
dent

%

#of
Respon
dent

%

Readymade text
books provide all
necessary

1 | requirements to
student in  the
teaching reading
class.

33.33%

16.67%

0 0.00%

50.00%

16.67%

Insufficient

2 materials are  a
challenge of

teaching reading.

0.00%

0.00%

[ 0.00%

41.67%

66.67%

Read more and more
is a solution to

3 | overcome the
challenges of
teaching reading.

0.00%

16.67%

2 16.67%

25.00%

3333%

Your students are
4 | more interested in
the reading class.

0.00%

25.00%

2 16.67%

41.67%

50.00%

Pair work or group
work helps the
learners to develop
their reading skill.

0.00%

0.00%

2 16.67%

66.67%

50.00%

Students do not feel
encourage-
6 ment to take part in
the reading class due
to lack of their
roficiency.

16.67%

0.00%

2 16.67%

41.67%

25.00%

Students love the

7 readymade textbook
in their reading

class.

25.00%

41.67%

0 0.00%

50.00%

8.33%

Fluency may

3 improve as a result
of sustained reading

practice.

16.67%

0.00%

0 0.00%

91.67%

41.67%

15
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Motivation  plays
vital role to develop
their  position in
reading skill.

16.67%

0.00%

0.00%

50.00%

58.33%

The approach of
teaching reading
assumes that
students learn to
read a language by
studying its
vocabulary,
grammar, and
sentence structure.

8.33%

8.33%

0.00%

58.33%

50.00%

11. Please list down major obstacles in given written feedback to your learners:

e eI NS & . S e
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Appendix-2
Questionnaire for Learners

Personal Information

Batch Department

Name of the University

Level of Agreement

1 2

3

5

S | Statement Strongly Disagree
L disagree

Neither agree
nor disagree

Agree

Strongly agree

#of #of
Respo % Respo %
n n

dent dent

#of
Respo %
n

dent

#of
Respo
n

dent

%

#of
Respo %
n

dent

Ready mate
Text book
1 provides you all 1 2 1.67
the  necessary 0.83% %
teaching reading
materials.

0.00%

69

57.50

40 3333
%

Regular
materials such
as train

2 | schedules,
newspaper
articles, travel 0 0 0.00
and tourism 0.00% %
web sites
become
appropriate
classroom
materials.

2 1.67%

39

32.50
%

37 30.83
%

Teacher assists
you to develop
3 your position 1 8 6.67
and help you to 0.83% %
be a fluent
reader.

22 (1833
%

56

46.67
%

43 3583

Teacher
suggests you to
4 read the ready 18 15.00 7 583
mate text book % %
with understand

-ing the concept

1.67%

23

19.17
%

24 20.00
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You are
concern
about reading
comprehensi
ve skills such
as reading
fluency, rate
and
comprehensi
ve

12 10.00 7
%

5.83

0 0.00% 23 19.17 24
%

20.00
%

You face some
challenges such
as lack of
resources,
unskilled
teacher and
unsuitable
classroom
environment.

18 15.00 T
%

5.83
%

2 1.67% 23 19.17 24
%

20.00
%

Your teacher
enough
proficient in
teaching reading
skill.

12 10.00 7
%

5.83
%

0 0.00% 23 19.17 24

20.00
%

Teachers are
always
motivated you
to reading the
ready mate text
books.

22 | 1833 8
%

6.67
%

2 1.67% 30 25.00 58
%

48.33
%

Support  from
your classmates
can be
beneficial  in
teaching reading
classroom.

2 1.67% 0

0.00
%

0 0.00% 30 25.00 |58
%

4833
%

Youtry to
overcome all
the challenges
of teaching
reading.

2 1.67% 0

0.00
%

0 0.00% | 30 25.00 58
%

48.33
%

You want your
teacher to
correct the
errors in your
written by:

a) supply the correct form

b) simply marking them or using
like ‘art’ for articles, ‘sp’ for
84.16% | spelling etc. but not supplying
then correct form

15.84%

19
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